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Fox Valley NARI members are invited to compete for the prestigious 2012 Level Best Awards in recognition of their
achievements for remodeling projects finished between July 1, 2010 and December 31, 2011. Entries are due by 5:00 pm
CST on Monday January 9, 2012.

Judging takes place in January by an anonymous impartial panel of experts from within the remodeling industry and
associated fields including a representative from the Fox Cities Magazine. Past judges have included interior design
instructors, home designers, architects and experts from the real estate field. Winners are showcased and announced at
the February Fox Valley NARI General Membership Meeting.

Each year Fox Valley NARI has both first-time entrants and seasoned participants that go home with Awards. No matter
what your Level Best experience level, follow these easy steps to be sure your entry is given full consideration by the
judges and your work receives the recognition it deserves. There are several changes to the 2012 Level Best program, so
please review these pages carefully.

WHY YOU SHOULD ENTER

Companies — from one-person shops to the largest remodeling firms — report that winning this award is a major factor in
enhancing their image within the industry and with prospective customers, and is a major morale booster for their
employees. The numerous marketing opportunities available to Level Best winners help set your business apart from
other remodeling companies, and Fox Valley NARI helps by providing tools and resources to make the most of this
distinguished honor.

~Fox Cities Magazine - NARI has forged an alliance with Fox Cities Magazine, a community magazine celebrating the
place we call home. This monthly publication has a circulation of over 50,000 consumers. Fox Cities Magazine will
feature the Level Best Awards winners in the March issue. Highlighted will be the Level Best of Show winner and any
potential runner-up(s). All category winners will be noted with photos of the project and credits of the member name
(including certifications if appropriate), member company location, and all company contact information. The feature may
include interviews with some of the homeowners about their remodeling experience and quotes from the judges providing
the reader information on what to expect when entering into a similar project. Feature content and size is at the discretion
of Fox Cities Magazine.

~Level Best Awards Special Addition Newsletter - This is a full-color publication of all winners sent to the Fox Valley
NARI Newsletter email mailing list. This PDF document can be used by winners for other advertising and promotional
needs. The newsletter is also accessible to all website visitors throughout the year. Photos of all winning projects are
shown, and detailed descriptions of winning projects are featured. Be sure to provide well thought-out narrative of your
project in your entry so our editing staff will have information to include in this section.

~Fox Valley NARI Website Recognition — The home page of the Fox Valley NARI website (www.remodelfoxvalley.com)
features a rotation of all the Level Best Awards winning projects before and after photographs. Company name is also
featured with the pictures. In addition under the ‘Award Winning Projects’ section visitors can see all the winners for the
past few years.

~ NARI Promotional Assistance - All winners can receive a press release template from NARI ready for customization
and distribution in their local markets.

WHAT DOES A WINNING ENTRY LOOK LIKE?

Your ability to present your project in a manner that helps judges distinguish your project will go a long way to set you
apart from the competition. The following tips from judges and past participants are provided as guidelines, and are
derived from feedback from recent program years:
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Plan your entry. A winner’s entry is always well thought out. Arrange your photos, drawings, project descriptions,
etc., in a way that’s easy to follow from the beginning to the end of the project.

Describe the client’'s needs/wants, and be sure your entry shows how you met those needs. Point out any
obstacles and how they were handled. A concise project description at the front of the entry can help the judges
understand what you were trying to accomplish, laying the groundwork for the project before they get into the
detail.

Avoid filling up your entry pages with too many words. Include only details that will help the judges determine why
your project deserves high marks. A bullet-point format is easy on the eyes.

When displaying photographs, show the before and after photos on facing pages whenever possible, so the
judges don't have to flip back and forth over and over.

Small captions near photos can help tell the project story.

ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHS
Since your project cannot be judged in person, good quality photos are key elements in your presentation. Whether or not
you use a professional photographer, please keep the following in mind:

Take “before” photographs before the start of every project. If you make this a standard practice, you will be
ready when the job you anticipated to be an average remodel turns out to be a Level Best contender. Take these
shots from many angles. Take photos of work-in progress if it will help show the complexity of the process or the
obstacles encountered.

Take the “after” shots from the same angles as the before photos whenever possible. This helps give the
judges a good perspective of the transformation. We also need related pairs (the before and after) for print and
publication. Take both vertical and horizontal photos. If your project is published, it stands a better chance of
being featured on a magazine cover if the editors have vertical shots from which to choose.

Only include photos that will enhance the project entry. Although you have 15 pages, front and back, to
display the project, you don’t need to use them all.

Do not include photographs that reveal the identity of the client, your company, or that show any people
in the frame. These elements are a distraction from the transformation you are trying to convey. Also, NARI
legally can't use photos with individuals in them without proper release on file. Therefore, these photos will not be
chosen for display when you win or for publication by NARI or other media partners. Photos included with any of
these elements will be removed from the entry and will be subject to point deductions.

Any photo enhancement is limited to brightness, contrast, or sharpness. No items may be added or
removed through photo enhancement techniques. Do not add or subtract items, or change the image in a way
that may increase or decrease the value of the project. The decision of the judges is final. If any violation of
the rules is presented to the awards committee within seven days of announcing the awards, the project will be
reviewed by the awards committee, provided appropriate evidence is presented. The awards committee reserves
the right to rescind an award with such violation, and the committee will forward the ethics issue to the Board of
Directors for review.

Provide the project photos displayed in your entry on a CD and submit with the other required documents.
Photos on this CD must be high resolution (300 dpi or better), and in JPG, TIFF, or EPS format. Larger photos
provide more flexibility since they can always be made smaller. Photos cannot always be made larger without
losing quality. This CD will not be returned.

THE JUDGING PROCESS

Winners are selected by an impartial panel of judges who are experts from within the industry. The evaluation process is
done without revealing company names. A Level Best Award Winner is an entry that demonstrates remodeling
excellence. Entries are judged on functionality, problem solving, aesthetics, craftsmanship, innovation, degree of difficulty
and entry presentation. All entries are judged against other submissions in the same category to select winners. On rare
occasions, no winner is selected in a particular category if NARI standards are not met. Judges are not required to
present awards in every category, and the decision of the judges is final. The following are guidelines to evaluate each

entry:

A group of judges begins by individually comparing all the entries in a category. They may take a preliminary review of
that group of entries, and then score the entries one by one, using the judge’s ballot provided. They do not discuss the
entries during this phase of the process, and they do not see other judge’s score sheets. Once a category is completed,
the ballots are collected and tallied. A score for each entry is obtained by averaging the judge’s scores. The highest three
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average scores obtained, providing each project represents at least a “better than average approach or result,”
determines the semifinalists for each category. The process continues until all of the categories are judged.

To determine each categories winner, the top three per category are reviewed by the judges. The judges discuss the
projects, each of them sharing their opinions. As a group, they decide on the winner for each category.

Each category winner is then eligible for the new Level Best of Show Award. At minimum one Level Best of Show Award
will be awarded with potential runner-up(s) based on the amount and quality of category winners. Each category winning
project will be reviewed and discussed again to determine the Level Best of Show and any potential runner-up(s).

A sample of the judge’s ballot is available at the end of this document. The judging process and criteria may be modified
as needed.

REVIEW YOUR WORK
Each year several entries receive point deductions (two points per violation), or worse, are disqualified, due to not
adhering to a few simple rules.

Your entry may be disqualified because:
e Entry received after the 5:00 pm Monday January 9, 2012 deadline
Duplicate entry-the same portion of a project was featured in more than one entry or previous year entry
Project finish date is outside of time frame
Project does not contain any before photos
Photo alterations or enhancements beyond changing brightness, contrast, or sharpness

Your entry may have points deducted because:
e Project cost not shown on first page of entry
Binder cover page provided was not used
All required signatures or forms not provided
Project completion date not provided
Complete set of photos on CD not provided
Entry exceeded page limit
Member identity revealed in entry or people included in photographs

Winners often edge out the competition by just one point. Don't let point deductions place another entry ahead of yours.
Careful review of the following pages and forms for accuracy and completeness will keep you from unnecessary point
deductions.
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LEVEL BEST AWARDS 2012 CONTEST RULES

Only Fox Valley NARI contractor members in good standing for minimum one year are eligible.

Entry fee is $75.00 per entry. All entry fees are nonrefundable, nontransferable, and cannot be carried over to
subsequent years.

Obtain entry materials. You will need:

a. 1" white, clear view 3-ring binder, with pockets inside the front and back cover.
b. Sixteen clear plastic sleeves for displaying your project and submitting required forms. Recommended to
use high quality sleeves. Avoid using matte finish sleeves as they may alter the look of your photos.

The deadline for receipt of entries is 5:00 pm CT Monday January 9, 2012.

Project finish date must be between July 1, 2010 and December 31, 2011. Confirmation of finish date is by
homeowner signature on Entry Form.

Only entries that have never been submitted in prior Fox Valley NARI Level Best Awards contests are eligible.

All projects entered must be an improvement or addition to an existing structure. Entries for new structures will
not be accepted except where specifically noted. Category descriptions are considered part of the contest
rules.

The same project may only be entered in one category. Large, multi-area projects can be broken down and
entered in portions. For example, project included the remodel of an entire house - entries can include an
Entire House category OR a kitchen category, an interior category, and two bathroom categories, etc. All costs
will need to be broken down for each project on each entry form. If the project is entered broken down, the
same remodeled area cannot be entered again.

For each entry, slide the first page of this document (either color or black and white) behind the clear cover of
the view binder. Not using the provided cover page will result in point deductions.

The first plastic sleeve in the entry is for the entry materials and will be removed upon arrival at Fox Cities
Magazine headquarters. These items will not be returned. Make copies for yourself before submitting. This first
sleeve must include:

a. Entry Form — This form needs to be completed, signed by the homeowner and contractor, and the
contractor’s signature needs to be notarized.

b. Photographer’s Release — The owner of the photographs (professional photographer, contractor,
homeowner, etc.) must complete and sign this form. Use more than one release if necessary. This form
must be witnessed and cannot be altered.

c. Manufacturers, Suppliers and Brands — Please list all the companies that provided products or services
for this project and check if they are a Fox Valley NARI Member or NARI National member.

d. Duplicate set of photos — Include a CD of duplicate photos of those shown in your binder. Use high
resolution (300 dpi or better), and in JPG, TIFF, or EPS format. Please only include the project photos
that were displayed in your binder.

e. Any missing form or information from points 11a — d, dates or signatures will result in point deductions
and possible disqualification.

The remainder of your entry can be presented in up to 15 pages front and back, or 30 pages, one-sided.

a. The first page of the presentation must include the total project cost in the upper right corner. This total
must match the total on the Entry Form, Homeowners Affidavit section. Cost is defined as contract price,
all extras, change orders and the fair market value of materials and products that were purchased, sweat-
equity and in-kind services provided, and/or any subcontract work. The cost of all homeowner provided
products, services, or labor should be included in this cost. All mark-ups and profit should be included in
the cost provided. For member owned projects, costs should include normal mark-ups as if the project
was contracted to an outside client.
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12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

b. If you are including drawings that will not fit into a sleeve, insert them into the back pocket of the binder.
They should not extend over the top or side of the binder, and will count as one page (one sleeve, front
and back) of your total page count.

c. The entry must include before and after photos of the entire project. Color pictures are preferred. Mount
the photos, including short captions explaining each one. Entries can include a more detailed explanation
and/or plans describing the entire project. For Categories 1 through 7, 16 and 19 only interior photos can
be used. For Categories 10, 11 and 17 only exterior photos can be used. For Categories 8, 9, 12
through 15 and 18 interior and exterior photos can be used.

d. Describe the client’s needs/wants and shows how you met those needs. Point out any design detalils,
special challenges or obstacles and how they were handled. Special features and uniqueness of layout
should be described. A concise project description at the front of the entry can help explain the
accomplishment, laying the groundwork for the project before the detail.

e. No reference to including pictures of client or any people should appear in the entry except on the Entry
Form and Photographer’s Release.

f.  No reference to including pictures and logo’s of company name, name of employees, officers, agents, etc.
should appear in the entry except on the Entry Form, Photographer’s Release, Manufacturers list and
duplicate set of photos.

g. Photo enhancement is limited to brightness, contrast, or sharpness. No items may be added or removed
through photo enhancement techniques. Do not add or subtract items, or change the image in a way that
may increase or decrease the value of the project.

Shortly after the January 9, 2012 deadline, an email confirming receipt of binders will be sent to all entrants.
Judging will take place at a non-disclosed time and location after the January 9, 2012 entry deadline.

The judging process is done without revealing company names. A Level Best Award category winner and/or
Level Best of Show winner is an entry that demonstrates remodeling excellence in the opinion of the judges.
Entries are judged on functionality, problem solving, aesthetics, craftsmanship, innovation, degree of difficulty
and entry presentation. All category entries are judged against other submissions in the same category to
select winners. A winner may or may not be selected in a particular category if in the judges’ opinion NARI
standards are not met. Judges are not required to present awards in every category, and the decision of the
judges is final. Level Best of Show category is comprised of all category winners. All entries are judged against
each other on the same criteria. At minimum one Level Best of Show shall be awarded with potential runner-
up(s) based on the overall number of category winners and quality of projects.

Winners will be announced at the Fox Valley NARI February General Membership Meeting.

All entry binders will be available for return at the February General Membership Meeting. Please keep this
time frame in mind as you plan entries for other remodeling industry awards programs.

Any entry violating any rule will result in point deductions and possible disqualification. The Board of Directors,
Awards Committee and/or Level Best Awards Judges reserve the right to disqualify, adjust the category, or
deduct points from any entry that does not follow these rules and guidelines, without prior notice.

The decisions of the judges are final. If any violation of the rules is presented to the Awards Committee within
seven days of announcing the awards, the project will be reviewed by the Awards Committee, provided
appropriate evidence is presented. The Awards Committee reserves the right to rescind an award with such
violation, and the Committee will forward the ethics issue to the Fox Valley NARI Board of Directors for review.

The Fox Valley NARI Awards Committee and Board of Directors have made every effort to make this competition fair, open and
available to all Fox Valley NARI contractor members in good standing for minimum one year. It is important that the rules of the
competition are closely followed. The Board of Directors, Awards Committee and/or Level Best Awards Judges reserve the right to
disqualify, adjust the category, or deduct points from any entry that does not follow these rules and guidelines, without prior notice.

Submit entry to: Fox Cities Magazine

Level Best Awards 2012
ATTN: Chris Dearing
P.O. Box 2496

Appleton, W1 54912-2496

Entries can also be dropped off at the reception desk of the Fox Cities Magazine to the attention of Chris Dearing. The
Fox Cities Magazine office is located at 101 West Edison Avenue, Suite 205, Appleton, WI.
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LEVEL BEST AWARDS 2012 CONTEST CATEGORIES
Please review these category descriptions carefully.

1. Residential Kitchen Under $50,000
Best residential kitchen remodel with a total project cost* of under $50,000. Only interior photos may be used.

2. Residential Kitchen $50,000 and Over
Best residential kitchen remodel with a total project cost* of $50,000 and over. Only interior photos may be used.

3. Residential Bath Under $20,000
Best residential bath remodel with a total project cost* under $20,000. Only interior photos may be used.

4. Residential Bath $20,000 and Over
Best residential bath remodel with a total project cost* of $20,000 and over. Only interior photos may be used.

5. Residential Interior Under $80,000

Best residential interior remodel with a project cost* under $80,000. Includes, but is not limited to, such projects as
family or recreation room remodeling, attic or basement conversions, etc. Work must be done within the existing walls
of a residential structure. This category does not include room additions. Only interior photos may be used.

6. Residential Interior $80,000 and Over
Best residential interior remodel with a project cost* of $80,000 and over. Only interior photos may be used. Refer to
Category 5 description.

7. Residential Interior Specialty

This category represents a special interior element of a project. It includes, but is not limited to projects such as
railings and columns; brick, stone and masonry work; tiling; air conditioning and heating; fireplaces; vestibules;
insulation; kitchen hoods; glass block; wall finishes such as plaster; flooring; best use of lighting or lighting control
systems, or home automation. Work must have been done to the interior of an existing residential structure, and only
interior photos may be used. The residential interior specialty must be specified in the entry materials and in the
descriptive text in order to qualify.

8. Residential Addition Under $100,000

Best residential addition with a project cost* under $100,000. Includes, but is not limited to, additions, add-a-levels, or
attic build-outs, which increases livable space of the existing home. The project cannot have changed the exterior
footprint or elevations of the existing residential structure in more than one location. Interior and exterior photos may
be used.

9. Residential Addition $100,000 and Over
Best residential addition with a total project cost* of $100,000 and over. Refer to category 8 description.

10. Residential Exterior

Best exterior project. Includes, but is not limited to, alterations to the exterior of a residential building such as porticos,
porches, decks, the exterior of glass or screen enclosures, windows, dormers, and exterior resurfacings like siding,
stucco, etc. which enhances the overall appearance of the exterior. Only exterior photographs may be used.
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11. Residential Exterior Specialty

This category represents a special exterior element of a project. It includes, but is not limited to such projects as
decks, columns, pagodas, trellises, arbors, fences and gates, patios and terraces, driveways, walkways, retaining
walls, other masonry elements, fountains and water features, swimming pools and spas, best use of lighting control
systems, or outdoor lighting. Also included may be detached structures such as garages, pool houses, studios,
guesthouses, sheds, gazebos, pavilions, etc. Only exterior photos may be used. The residential exterior specialty
must be specified in the entry materials and in the descriptive text in order to qualify.

12. Entire House Under $250,000

A project, with a cost* under $250,000, that remodeled or renovated a substantial portion of the entire residential
house, inside and outside, or where multiple additions and/or style changes in footprint or elevation have been made
in more than one location. The entry must include a description of the portions of the existing structure that were
incorporated into the finished project. Pictures and plans submitted with the entry must highlight those portions of the
home retained in the new design.

13. Entire House $250,000 and Over
Refer to category 12 description.

14. Residential Historical Renovation/Restoration

The renovation/restoration of the interior and/or exterior of a residential structure, or addition to a residential structure,
built prior to 1935. Any and all changes are to have closely matched architectural style and building type. Any and all
products used are to be of a material authentic in style to the area in which the building was originally built, paying
special attention to period trim detail and period coloring. Restoration of missing historic features and added
structures are to respect the essential historic character and architectural style of original building design.

15. Residential Universal Design

The residential universal design category will consider changes in residences that make them usable by people of all
ages and physical capabilities. Projects can include, but are not limited to, accessible entrances, modified floor plans,
barrier-free kitchens and baths, and use of “smart home” technology. Emphasis will be on using products and design
to create invisible solutions that blend with the surroundings. Clearly indicate both the problem and solution to the
accessibility problem for evaluation of stated goals.

16. Commercial Interior
Remodeling performed within the existing walls of a previously occupied commercial space. Clearly define the type of
client and the client’s needs in the project description. Only interior photos may be used.

17. Commercial Exterior
Remodeling performed on the exterior of an existing commercial structure. Clearly define the type of client and the
client’s needs in the project description. Only exterior photos may be used.

18. Commercial Specialty

Includes, but is not limited to, such projects or operations as cosmetic facelift; siding, roofing, insulation; window, door;
railing, columns, brick, stone, masonry work; tiling; solar panels; air conditioning, heating; gutters and leaders, etc.
Work must have been done to an existing commercial structure. Clearly define the type of client and the client’s needs
in the project description. The commercial specialty must be included on your entry form and in the descriptive text to

qualify.

19. Home Theater and Media Rooms

A remodeled Home Theater or Media Room space within a house which serves as a home theater or media room that
may include entertainment or game room areas. The space can be a remodel of an existing room, an addition, or an
attic conversion. The space must incorporate audio & video equipment and a designated viewing area. A/V equipment
can be built-in or free standing. Interior views only if the space is an addition.

*Cost is defined as contract price, all extras, change orders and the fair market value of materials and products
that were purchased, sweat-equity and in-kind services provided, and/or any subcontract work. The cost of all
homeowner provided products, services, or labor should be included in this cost. All mark-ups and profit should
be included in the cost provided. For member-owned projects, costs should include normal mark-ups as if the
project was contracted to an outside client.
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LEVEL BEST AWARDS ENRTY FROM AND PROMOTIONAL AGREEMENT

Company Name:

Contact Name:

Contact Title:

Company Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Telephone: Contact Email:

Project Category: Category Number:

If entering a specialty category, enter the specialty here (i.e., tile design, masonry work, etc.)

Project Owner’s Name (Never shared):

Project Address (Never shared):

Project Total Cost: _$ Project Finish Date:

Proof of Time/Homeowner Affidavit
Property owner authorizes and consents that any and all photographs taken of its, his or her premises by the contractor, or their
agents, its suppliers, and manufacturers may be used by any or all of them, and the National Association of the Remodeling
Industry, without limitation or restriction in any awards competition, promotion or advertising, and consents that said photographs
may be reproduced by any means whatsoever, including electronic transmission, for publication, advertising, distribution and
display at any time after the completion date. The project total cost includes the contract price, all extras, change orders and the
fair market value of materials and products that | purchased, and sweat-equity and in-kind services provided, and/or any
subcontract work. | have contracted with the contractor listed as the entrant on this project, and that contractor had complete
oversight, and supervisory responsibilities for the work completed (not applicable for specialty entries).

Owner’s Signature: Date:

Contractor’s Signature: Date:

Before me appeared the contractor named above, and they being duly sworn, state that the above information is true and
correct, and they have signed this instrument as their free act and deed. (If Notary requires additional disclosures or information
per state requirements, that information may be added in this space provided or may be added as a supplement to this
document.)

Notary Public Signature: Commission Expiration:

Promotional Agreement
| agree that if my entry is selected as a winner, all promotion, advertising, business stationary and/or marketing literature used
by me or my organization, or my assigns wherein the award is mentioned, will clearly state the title of the award, the level of
award being Fox Valley NARI Chapter, the category and the year in which the award was presented. | understand that NARI
assumes no responsibility for loss or damage of any materials submitted. | hereby affirm that all facts and materials set forth
herein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and that all required work relevant to this application and the materials
furnished thereto were performed and furnished by the undersigned, except where otherwise specifically set forth. | understand
that NARI reserves the right to review the project contract, and | will provide upon request. | also affirm that | have read and
agree to all the rules, regulations, and guidelines of the Level Best Awards competition. | understand that entry fees, once
received by NARI, are not refundable, transferable, and cannot be carried over to other NARI programs, awards or otherwise.

Contractor’s Signature: Date:

Submit completed entry to: Fox Cities Magazine, Level Best Awards, Chris Dearing, P.O. Box 2496, Appleton, Wi 54912-2496
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PHOTOGRAPHER’S RELEASE

The following release must be completed by the photographer

Being the legal owner of the photographs taken of the premises at (project address):

for the 2012 Fox Valley NARI Level Best Awards competition, | hereby consent to and authorize the National Association
of the Remodeling Industry and Fox Cities Magazine and both their agents and/or its assigns to photograph, use, print,
reprint and publish any and all of my photographs and reproductions thereof. These photographs may be reproduced in
any print or electronic medium (now existing or hereafter developed). | further consent that the photography taken by me
and submitted as part of this entry, with or without accompanying editorial matter, may be used for the purpose of
promoting the National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI) and its programs and services, without limitation, in
any publications, displays and exhibitions. | understand that photo credit may be included only if credit name is made a
part of the photo. | hereby confirm that any enhancement of these photographs has been limited to alterations in
brightness, contrast or sharpness. No items have been added or removed through photo enhancement techniques. The
images have not been changed in any way that may increase or decrease the value of the project. | hereby release NARI
and Fox Cities Magazine and both their agents from any and all liability arising out of or in connection with any use of the
photographs. In consideration of the foregoing, Fox Cities Magazine agrees to deliver to me upon request, two copies of
the issue of the March publication in which the photographs are first published. The undersigned represents that it has
received an authorization/consent and release from the owner of the premises.

Signature of owner of photograph:

Date: Witness:

Company Name:

Company Address:

City, State, Zip Code:
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MANUFACTURERS, SUPPLIER AND BRANDS

Please list all companies that provided products or services for this project and indicate if they are a NARI member.

Company Name Fox Valley NARI Member  NARI National Member
O O

0O O0OOO0OO0OO0OO0ODO0OOQOOOQOODoQOOOoQQONO oOQNSa oOHaoQoaoOoooao o
0O O0OOO0OO0OO0OO0ODO0OOQOOOQOODoQOOOoQQONO oOQNSa oOHaoQoaoOoooao o

Company Name:

Company Address:

City, State, Zip Code:







